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ABOUT THIS ISSUE 
Most of us in the field of language arts can remember the special teachers who fostered our love 
of literature. These teachers were not only responsible for making us lifelong readers, but were also a 
force in gUiding us toward a teaching career. In these classrooms we learned how to engage with the 
text, the characters, their stories, their conflicts, and their lives. And we learned that our own lives and 
the experiences we brought to the text were as important as the text itself. 
In the articles that follow, the authors demonstrate how they are passing on this love-of-literature 
legacy. Through strategies that foster engagement. understanding, and personal connections to books, 
the authors bring literature to life. 
As the teachers tell their stories of literature in the classroom, we see students from early 
elementary school through college being immersed in good literature environments. In these class­
rooms the students engage in the literature through discussions of many kinds, from informal work 
in small groups to Literature Circles and Book Clubs. To further the students' comprehension oftexts, 
the teachers use informal talks, speeches, drama, writing. and artistic projects. And the teachers report 
how all of these strategies lead the students to connect their own personal experiences with the texts 
they are reading. 
In ourTeaching Teachers column Pamela Waterbury provides a thorough discussion of one of her 
courses in which her students discover the "magic of books" through a "Library Fair Night." 
We round out this issuewith Peter Butts in From the Stacks inwhich hewrites about engaging early 
adolescents with new classics that will launch them into an aesthetic appreCiation of literature and a 
lifelong love of reading. 
Enjoy! 
Mary Dekker Diana Mitchell 
